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SHOCK AND AWE:

BY ROBERTA SOTOMNOFF

The night is black as coal. Gicconda Cabrera, dressed as

19th-century seficrita, leads our horse and carriage four—to
a graveyard. With only a penlight for illumination, we walk the
main path. Marble fombs and a huge chape! stand like giant
appariions. Cabrera stops. At the tombstone of Fruta Chamarro
Pérez, the first president of Nicaragua, Gicconda breaks into @
hauniing aria. | can only imagine how spocked a passerby
would be.

Operatic singing in a cemetery in the dead of night can be
a bil shocking. But Nicaragua is full of shock and awe. The
interesting kind of shock, thal is. Sleam-spewing volcanoes, cuaint
colonial and resort lowns, an ecolodge where you pick your
breakfast eggs from o Hen"uouse plus mouthwatering cuisine. I's
reasonable, friendly ond safe. Nicaragua, Costa Rica's northermn
neighbar, is o pleasant surprise.

Short an atfractions and long on fast food restaurants,
Managua isn't ewesome. So, we hif the road. Bumpy streets are
often shared with chickens, dogs, horsecarts, pigs, goats and
umpfeen Tayotas.

First stop: Parque Nacional Volcan Masaya. In 1529, when the
Spanish smelled its sulphur and saw steam-spewing volcanoes,
they thought this was the “mouth of Hell.” Ta save themselves, they
erected o gianf cross. One still remains,
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Nicaragua's velcanoes blaw me away. Valedn Concepcidn
and Valcan Maderas soar thousands of feet from Ometepe Island
on the windy lake Nicaragua (lago Cacibolea).

Somefimes | prefer browsing crafis instead of crolers. Nearby
El Masaya Mercado Viejo Craff Market is o pleasant shock;
vendars den't hassle tourists. Their chockablock of stalls sell vibrant
artwork, brass, leather, pottery and chochkes. We purchase two
henderafted hammocks for $24.

A bit farther south in Cataring, streets are lined with woad
carvers, flower vendors and basket makers. Just up the hill,
Catarina Mirador clings to @ cliff above the laguna de Apaya.
The red file roofs of Granada, founded in 1524, dot the
speciacular panorama.

We visil Granada during the Arlists and Poets Festival
[February]. Colorful paraders like Spanish dancers, mariachi-type
bands and grim reapers halt traffic for hours.

Our digs, Hotel Gran Francia, has a restaurant that was once
home to @ phony French Duke, Georges Chaisseul Praslin. The
bar's bizarre décar (like handcufts and guns) doesn't siop us from
enjoying the local beer, Vicioria.

On our morning plaza tour, Giocanda warbles her way
past monuments, markets and histaric, pastelcolared buildings.
Inside the grand, Spanish-styled, yellow cathedral, she lets
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INFORMATION

Nicarogua Tourist Boa
Nicaragua is difficult for physically challenged
sitors. Unless you speck Spanish, gel a driver.

rd: visii-nicaragua.com
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